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Joint Message from the Chairman & Director

The Palestinian people closed the year 2022 as
one of the bloodiest in the last two decades;
witnessing intensified aggression against the
Gaza Strip and escalated measures in the occupied
West Bank leaving 152 men, women, and children
dead (in the West Bank alone), most of whom
were extrajudicially executed, as compared to the
average annual rate 41 deaths which was seen
over the last 5 years.

The occupied territory also witnessed a clear
escalation in settler colonialist perpetrated crimes,
with the complicity,facilitation, and supervision of
the Israeli army. During this same year, 849 attacks
were recorded, a 58% increase compared with
2021 and a 123% increase compared with 2020
as reported by OCHA, resulting in 228 deaths and
injuries and 621 incidents of damage to property.

House demolition, as part of the broader policy of
forcible transfer, was not any better. The Palestinian
territory witnessed 952 demolitions of housing,
agricultural, pastural and other essential facilities,
as compared to the annual average of 650 facilities
seen during the past five years, an increase of
150%; a collective displacement of 5,271
Palestinians, more than two-thirds of which were
women and children.

These figures depict not only the escalation of
organized annexation and expansion related
Israeli violence, which amount to war crimes, but
rather confirm the colonial settlement character of
the current government and its intention to forge
deep and qualitative transformations towards
apartheid, through its practices.

Such has been noted by local and international
human rights reports, particularly in reports by
United Nations experts, special rapporteurs, and
the United Nations Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian
Territory.

It is essential that the settlement enterprise be
stopped, not only for its illegality and root cause
of much of the violations perpetrated against
Palestinians in the West Bank, but for the current
formation of the lIsraeli government coalition
(formed after the recent Israeli elections) and its
stated positions that are explicitly settler-colonial,
extreme right-wing, and fascist in nature and the
past precedents of such crimes of terrorism,
racism and criminal records among its members.

Related, the following points should also cease:

® This government would not have come to
power had it not been for the hypocrisy and
leniency of the international community towards
the war crimes committed by the Occupation,
whether through American protection or military
support and European economic, political and
cultural cooperation.

® The result of the recent elections is not just a
passing phenomenon, but is a result of two main
factors. The first factor is demographic in nature
and related to the growing proportion of
so-called Haredi fundamentalism in Israeli society,
with the number of settlers rising to a population
of 820,493 (of which 330,000 reside in occupied
Jerusalem). This segment has the highest voter
turn-out, with 90% of Haredis participating



in recent elections. A significant and growing
electoral weight. The second factor is Israeli
society’s drift, as a whole, towards extremism
and racism, with even religious parties that
ordinality advocate a social agenda now
supporting extremism.

@ It is expected that Israeli policies will escalate in
all the aforementioned areas (i.e., settlement
expansion, settler colonialist violence, demoalition
and displacement, etc.), as indicated by 2023
figures, up to the date of the issuance of this
report.

@ It is expected that Palestinian civil society
space will further narrow, particularly regarding
the space for legal intervention which has
already been made more restrictive and costly.

® The legalization of colonial outposts is expected
to further advance, which also has bearings on
security (given the crimes that will inevitably
emanate from them given their nature as hubs
for violence).

® The most extremist government to date will try
to impose a new “fait accompli” on occupied
Jerusalem, its Old City and holy places in
particular, including the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound.

® All of Israel’s policies are a practical translation
of its transformation into a colonial military
occupation based on an apartheid system.

Almin Inabi

Chairman of the Board of Directors

This annual report illustrates JLAC’s response
to such significant challenges, as tens of thousands
of people were provided with legal protection
within increasingly narrow margins. In 2022,
750 new cases and 3,659 prior cases
accumulated from past years were treated,
along with the provision of legal consultations
and services as detailed in this report.

We take this opportunity to express our gratitude
and appreciation to the entirety of JLAC’s team
across its General Assembly, Board of Directors
and its sub-committees, the executive management,
staff, and hundreds of volunteers including
heads and members of local councils, Bedouin
committees, university students, bloggers,
media professionals, advisors and consultants,
international partners, the donor community,
and our partners in civil, human rights, and
international coalitions. It would not have been
possible to accomplish all of this without their
determination and cooperation. We extend a
special thanks to each of you and pledge to
continue working within our maximum potential
and capacity to preserve hope, by implementing
our strategic plan for 2023-2027 equally as well
as the one before.

Dssam Az

General Director



Who We Are

The Jerusalem Legal Aid & Human Rights Center (JLAC) has been tirelessly working
to secure Palestinians’ human rights, since its establishment by the American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC) in 1974. While the specific violations addressed shifted
over the years to accommodate the most pressing concerns at the time, over the
last decade JLAC has been focused on safeguarding vulnerable communities in their
homes and lands (in East Jerusalem and Area C) and securing their public freedoms.
To these effects, JLAC provides pro bono legal aid, outreach and advocacy efforts in
holding the various Duty Bearers (i.e., the Israeli government in East Jerusalem, its
military in Area C, and the Palestinian Authority) to account.




Vision
A free and independent Palestinian society founded on principles of justice, in which
human dignity is valued and respected.

Mission

Combating human rights violations regardless of perpetrating authority, through
facilitating access to available legal systems, lobbying and advocacy, mobilizing
social efforts, and high professionalism.
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Internal Environment

The last five years, has also seen tremendous
achievement in JLAC’s internal procedures and
systems, with the development of a number of
policies and manuals, including; the Code of
Conduct, Complaints Mechanisms, Sustainability
Policy, Program & Planning Policy, Gender &
Child Protection Policy, Environmental Policy,
M&E Manual, Volunteers’ Manual, BoD Manual
and BoD Committees (i.e., Sustainability &
Financing, International Advocacy, Communication
& Campaigns, Research & Publishing, and
Monitoring and Auditing committees). Investment
was also made in JLAC’s database as for it to not
only serve as a digital archive of the Center’s
immense case information, but to allow for
query and analysis. Protection software and training
in digital security was also undertaken towards
safeguarding JLAC from potential hacking and
other related dangers.

JLAC has seen development in its international
advocacy work, with solid research materials and
targeted briefs being conducted. Service delivery
has also become more streamlined as a result of
Covid- era investment in JLAC’s digital capacities,
as to receive and follow-up case information and
conduct essential case strategy formation remotely;
a useful resource which continues to facilitate
time efficiency today. The Jerusalem branch
office was also expanded as to accommodate
the high foot traffic that it receives on days providing
legal services. And new staff were recruited
in the areas as procurement, communications,
and project management, with existing staff also
partaking in tens of continuing-education
opportunities.

Areas of intervention
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Our 5 Year Review

Demolition / Displacement Cases Adopted by JLAC between 2018-2022
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2022 brought a close to JLAC’s 5-year strategic
plan for the years 2018-2022. And with that, an
external team was commissioned to evaluate
JLAC'’s performance in alignment with that strategy,
and to formulate a new strategic plan to server
the Center between 2023-2027.

This process allowed for much introspection,
analysis, and participatory planning. It allowed
JLAC to not only see the immense achievements
made during that time period, but to also ask
such poignant questions to itself, its serviced
communities, and partners as; what are we doing
right that we should keep doing? What are we
doing that should be improved? What are we not
doing that should be done? What are we doing
that is no longer needed? And how can we
improve JLAC'’s internal environment and relations?

Among the key findings that emerged was the
need to re-evaluate JLAC’s open-door policy.
While it had been a source of pride for us at JLAC,
that we leave no one behind, and it had formed
part of our core identity, we began to note that we
were consistently far-exceeding new case targets
for each annum (i.e., in 2018 284 new cases
planned vs 433 new cases undertaken, in 2019
274 new cases planned vs 378 new cases
undertaken, in 2020 274 new cases planned vs
584 new cases undertaken, in 2021 336 new
cases planned vs 814 new cases undertaken,
and in 2022 348 new cases planned vs 750 new
cases undertaken).

While ordinarily, such shouldn’t be an issue, the
inherent problem was two-fold. First, the nature of
JLAC'’s cases (particularly in regards to demolition
/ displacement which comprise the bulk of our wok)
involve a multi-year commitment as to buy-time,
and hence contribute to the ever-growing
burdensome (and risky) registrar of accumulated
cases which now stands at 3,659 cases.

Secondly, continuous efforts (by the Israeli
government and its military apparatuses) to
further constrict, expedite, and inhibit due
process have resulted in a more taxing workload;
with what ordinarily would require one lawyer
years in court to buy essential time for families
now needing several lawyers to scramble to
achieve in a matter of weeks (with less guarantees).

For similarly, essential steps as building permit
applications or detailed maps submissions, are
no longer guaranteeing protection in the interim
until a final court ruling is issued.

Other alterations, as effectuated via changes
in legislation or issuance of new regulations,
also complicate procedures (requiring all
inheritors to sign off on documents as per newly
issued regulations for building permit
applications) and expedited the demolition
process (up to 96 hours in the case of uninhabited
structures as per military order no. 1797).

Consequently, the door which was once opened
wide will require a screen as to filter through the
more vulnerable and strategic from among the
masses that flood through.

13
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Demolition & Displacement

Israeli settlements continue to expand at the
expense of the viability of a Palestinian state and the
enjoyment of Palestinians’ right to self - determination.
For every illegal boundary pushed by Israel,
serves to further encroach Palestinians and sever
communities and families from each other. The
settler colonial enterprise serves to violate
international humanitarian law at various levels,
with the establishment of colonial settlements
amounting to the transfer of a state’s population
into occupied territory, an act prohibited by
international humanitarian law. Despite the clear
illegality of Israeli colonial settlements and their
recognition as a war crime that may lead to
individual/state criminal responsibility, the
Israeli government has manipulated a series of
legislations, military orders, and regulations as to
provide a “legal” cover to the crimes of annexation
and demolition and silent forcible displacement
gradually being enacted on Palestinians.

The more significant and direct consequence of
settlement expansion is the demolition of homes
and other essential infrastructure. 2022 brought
with it the demolition of 952 structures and
displacement of 1,031 persons (of which 143
structures were demolished and 334 people were
displaced in Jerusalem). Having noted a significant
increase in the issuance of demolition orders in a
number of its targeted communities (i.e. the three
villages of Qarawat Bani Hassan, Kafr ad Dik, and
Doma alone have been issued over 100 demolition
orders in 2022 as per JLAC’s case information),
JLAC is weary of what is to come in 2023. Despite
continuous efforts on the part of the Israeli government
and its military apparatuses to further constrict,
expedite, and inhibit due process, JLAC utilizes

what “legal” mechanisms remain available in
providing communities coverage from demolition
to the furthest extent possible. Such service
provision ranges from legal consultation,
correspondence, representation before military
committees and courts, to deliberation before
the Supreme Court and more recently building
cases before the International Criminal
Court. Additionally, intensive advocacy work,
both locally and internationally, is also
employed.

In 2022, JLAC served to adopt 433 new
demolition /displacement cases (16 of which
were in Jerusalem). Such brings the total of new
demotion /displacement cases adopted by JLAC
over the last 5 years (2018- 2022) to 1,661, of
which 80 were in Jerusalem. Such is in addition to
2,986 on-going demolition displacement cases
from prior years, at various stages of litigation,
which still require attention from JLAC.

This annum, as has been the case for several
years running, JLAC stood as the largest actor
providing legal protection in the West Bank with
38% a demolition displacement orders undertaken
in 2022 throughout the West Bank adopted by
JLAC (with all other actors, NGOs, INGOs, the
Colonization and Wall Resistance Commission
and the private sector taking part of the rest, with
some rights holders not receiving legal aid at all
due to a number of factors). This number goes up
to 78% of cases undertake by JLAC when looking
solely at the governorates in which JLAC focuses
(i.e., Jenin, Tulkarm, Qalgqiliya, Ramallah, Nablus,
Salfit, Jordan Valley, and the Jerusalem periphery).



Percentage of Demolition Orders Undertaken by JLAC in 2022

78% of demolition orders taken on by JLAC, when
looking only at governorates in which the Center
operates (Jenin, Tulkarm, Qalqilya, Ramallah,
Nablus, Salfit, the Jordan Valley,
and the Jerusalem periphery).

38%

38% of all demolition orders in the
entirety of the West Bank taken )
on by JLAC.

Demolition / displacement in 2022

Kron 12921, 4\3 s,
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Land Confiscation

The settler colonial enterprise is being continually expanded at the cost of Palestinian fragmentation.
According to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics as published by Peace Now, the settler colonial
population stands at 694,777 (229,377 in East Jerusalem and 465,400 settler colonialists living in the
remainder of the West Bank), a 52,000 person increase over the last five years. The same findings also
reported the addition of 56 new colonial outposts since 2018.

Less conservative figures were released by the Israeli Ministry of Interior, as compiled by Yaakov Katz, the
former Chair of the Board of Directors of the settler colonial-run Arutz Sheva media who publishes Israeli
settler statistic as part of a project of “Bet El Institutions”, associated with the settlement of Beit El. According
to the ministry, the Israeli settler population stands at 820,493 (330,000 in East Jerusalem and 490,493 in
the remainder of the West Bank), and is on the brinks of crossing the 1 million threshold. The report also
indicated an over 10% growth among 15 settlements (including Susya, Bruchin the notorious Yitzhar) from
the year prior.

Settler colonial expansion is being achieved most notably through such human rights violations as the
confiscation of Palestinian land, either as privately owned by Palestinians or classified as “State Land”, the
later also meant to be employed for the betterment of Palestinians’ lives. Palestinian privately owned lands
earmarked for settlement expansion often face direct order of confiscation, re-classification through
military order, or fencing-off by settler colonialists. Regardless of the method employed, thousands of
Palestinians are no longer able to access or use their lands, with some seeking legal recourse in an attempt
to regain title or access to their land. Over the last 5 years (2018-2022), JLAC took on 92 new cases of
land confiscation, 18 of which were adopted in 2022,




Confiscation of Humanitarian Aid

Further in limiting the ability of rural Palestinians to utilize their land, their main source of livelihood, is the
confiscation of equipment and supplies. Farmers often face the confiscation of heavy machinery, as
tractors and plows, through the use of random “closed military zones” and other restrictions on
access/investment in area C by military personnel.

Farmers face heavy fines and storage fees, in addition to the monetary losses incurred by work delays
while awaiting the resolution of their cases. JLAC first started seeing cases of the confiscation
equipment and goods in 2013 when it adopted 14 cases. Over the last 5 years (2018-2022), JLAC took
on 136 new cases of confiscation equipment and goods, of which an all-time high of 50 cases was adopted
in 2022. Along with the 50 new cases, 19 cases on-going from previous years were also treated in 2022,
of which 46 closed positively.

JLAC also provided humanitarian aid during the Covid-19 crisis (through the reallocation and issuance of
specialized funds from our partners) in the form of hygiene-kits as provided to; 3,708 families (482 from
Bedouin and 3,226 rural communities) amounting to over 22,000 persons, 640 kits to 9 schools in Area C,
and 750 kits to formal PA bodies as local councils and municipalities. Such was achieved in partnership
with medical aid organizations who provided training in health safety and protection to our most vulnerable
communities, whom are not part of the health system.




18

Settler Violence

Settler colonialists’ takeover of Palestinian lands,
water resources, and assault on Palestinians
(i.e., intimidation, vandalism, theft, bodily harm,
etc.) are met with a discriminatory lack of law
enforcement by lIsraeli authorities (i.e., no
prosecution of Israelis who break the law) and
rather with military protection and complicity.

Without any mechanism of deterring offenders, and
hence, enjoying complete impunity over Palestinian
property and lives, a core practice for taking over
land by such settler colonialists is violence, as
evident in the sharp increase in reported settler
colonialist-related attacks (with 849 cases
witnessed in 2022, a 58% increase compared
with 2021 and a 123% increase compared with
2020, as reported by OCHA). Many other violent
acts go unreported out of fear of retribution,
losing vital work permits, or the sheer intimidation
of going before the police stationed within the
very settlements often housing the perpetrators.

While it is among the core duties of an Occupying
Power to provide protection to Protected Persons,
the lIsraelis government (through its military
apparatus) is not only failing to do so, but is
standing in the defense of violent settler colonialists
as they perpetrate heinous acts of violence which
range from intimidation, to arson and up to
murder.

The negligence on the part of the Israeli police to
follow up such cases has clearly been apparent,
to both JLAC and peer organizations alike, with
cases closed without indictment standing
consistently over the years at about 95% (as
reported by Yesh Din).

In 2022, JLAC served to follow- up 60 on-going
settler violence cases. JLAC is internally
discussing how to best make use of its case
information in challenging this negligence; which
not only stands as the major obstacle to
accountability but is emboldening settler
colonialists’ sense of impunity and perpetuation
of violent acts.

As per an OHCHR report published in December
of 2022 based on UN experts’ findings, “Disturbing
evidence of Israeli forces frequently facilitating,
supporting and participating in settler colonialist
attacks, makes it difficult to discern between
Israeli settler colonialist and State violence. The
impunity of one is reinforced by the impunity of
the other.” 152 people were Killed in the West
Bank by Israeli forces or settler colonialists in
2022, as reported by OCHA, nearly double the
fatalities of the year prior. Such is a direct
consequence of both the laxed law enforcement
concerning settler colonialists and the recent
shooting instructions policy (approved by the
Israeli army on 20 December 2021) which gave a
green light to soldiers in the West Bank to Kill
Palestinian demonstrators extra-judicially, even
for stone throwing.

More recently, settler colonialists, have begun to
fulfill a new function, that of policing Palestinian
construction in Area C on behalf of the Civil
Administration and lsraeli army; with the Haaretz
Newspaper reporting 1,168 tip-offs being provided
by settler colonialists to the lIsraeli Civil
Administration between March1- October19, 2022
(a period of 8 months), as documented in a
Civil Administration internal document titled
“Operations Room C”.



' Aftermath of February 26, 202.3 settler attack against the ; A, LAz ; ’ iy
village of Huwara, Nablus (photo credit: Wafa News Agency). - - - ' 19
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erusalem
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Displaced Demolitions
Persons

Legal Aid Provided by JLAC in Jerusalem in 2022

114 332 1,316 2,600

New Cases Follow-up of Consultations Legal Services
On-going Cases




Jerusalemites are in the precarious position of
facing nearly all the push factors endured by
Palestinians residing in Area C, while also
possessing unigue vulnerabilities due to their
status as “residents” of the city.

For as residents, their status can be revoked
causing Jerusalemites to continuously battle to
maintain their right to reside in Jerusalem and
their other social and economic rights (i.e., family
reunification, child registration, due health
insurance, reductions to burdensome taxation,
etc.).

The severing of Jerusalem from the remainder of
the West Bank (through physical infrastructure, as
the Annexation Wall and settlement blocs, and
regulations, as the permit regime for West
Bankers) has also left residents more isolated
and submerged in lIsraeli surrounds (i.e., laws,
language barriers,discriminatory nature, hostilities,
physical assault, etc.) collectively intended to
form a coercive environment as to push them
out of the city.

Zoning and planning laws have limited Palestinian
use of the city to solely 13% (an area already
overpopulated) and made acquiring and affording
building permits a luxury not accessible to all.

JLAC provides legal aid (consultation, services,
and representation) for cases of demolition
displacement and violation of social and economic
rights.

In 2022 alone, JLAC served to adopt 114 new
cases (and follow-up 332 on-going cases),
provide 2,600 legal services (544 social and
2,056 economic), and 1,316 consultations, bringing
the total since 2018 to 598 new cases, 13,585
services, and 5,633 consultations in Jerusalem.

21



Freedom of Movement

The multiple identities assigned to Palestinians (i.e., Israeli, Jerusalemite, West Banker, and Gazan) are a
strategic means of further fragmenting and differentiating between the Palestinian populace. Such, coupled with
the entry permit regime, has left Palestinians holding West Bank or Gaza IDs unable to freely access
Jerusalem for such basic rights as medical care or even worship. JLAC aids such individuals in acquiring

needed medical entry permits.

JLAC’s freedom of movement program also assists West Bankers denied access to Israel military detention
centers for family visitations (the denial of which is a form of collective punishment) and those facing travel
bans and unable to cross out through Jordan to the outside world. More recently, JLAC has also assisted
West Bankers married to Jerusalemites and residing in Jerusalem to legally drive in the city. In 2022, JLAC
took on 102 cases of freedom of movement, bringing the total cases adopted between 2018-2022 to 255

cases.

Permits/Travel Cases Undertaken
by JLAC between 2018-2022

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022
22

Driving License Cases Undertaken
by JLAC between 2021-2022

-
N
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Public Freedoms

Faced with an ever dis-contiguous, and inaccessible territory, what remains of the West Bank under Palestinian
authority is dually plagued with a multitude of human rights violations, most prominent of which emanate from
the consolidation of powers in the hands of the executive authority. For with an inoperable legislative council
and assigned judiciary; presidential decrees with questionable constitutionality and unimplemented court
rulings have become the norm.

Through its participation in various subject- focused coalitions, JLAC is keeping a watchful eye over such
stumbling blocks to rule of law and democracy and is continuously challenging violations to public
freedoms through the provision of legal aid. In 2022, JLAC served to treat 47 cases of public freedoms
(10 new and 37 on-going from previous years); bring the total of PA related cases adopted by JLAC
during the last 5 years (2018-2022) to 125 cases.




Cases Undertaken and Treated by JLAC in 2022

Treated Cases Closed Ongoing
1 % |Public Interes (Israel) 20 ] 14
-_E’ 10 | 0 5 | 1 | 0
ﬁ Fublic Interes (FA) 4 ] 4
£ 0 | 4 ] | 0 | 0
2 |Land Confiseation 117 10 107
18 | a9 0 | 8 | 2
3  |Confiscation of Equipment/ Aid 69 46 23
50 | 19 % | 0 | 0
4 |Settler Violence B0 (] 60
0 | 60 0 | 0 | 0
5 House Demolition /WB 1846 30 1816
5 220 | 1626 16 [ 10 [ 4
2 |Punitive Demolition 3 3 1]
§ 3 | 0 0| 3 0
& |House Demolition /EJ 97 1 56
g 16 | 81 5 | 0 | 6
= |Agricultural Facilities Dem., 934 58 876
E 164 | 770 1 | 73 ‘ 3
® IForced Displacement 539 21 5186
30 | 509 0 | 16 | 5
6 Social Rights 285 x} 262
§ 76 | 209 14 | 1 | 8
% Economic Rights 64 52 12
= 22 | a2 n | 3 | 8
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Case Type Treated Cases Closed Ongoing
7 Permits 45 22 23
35 | 10 17
~ |Travel Ban 8 5 3
g 7 | 1 3
2 |Prisioner Visitation 0 0 ]
= 0 | 0 0
Licences in Jerusalem 74 65 9
60 | 14 1
8 |Bodies Campaign 182 11 171

9  Public Freedoms (FA)

10 Mizcellaneous (Isreal)

Misc.

Miscellaneous (PA)

Legal Representation Total

Legal Serviees/E]

2,600 (544 Social and 2,056 Economic Rights)

Legal Consultations

3,116 (1,316 Jerusalem, 1,000 Area C, 800 PA)
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Community Outreach

In addition to the provision of essential legal aid,
JLAC also provides community outreach as a
means of strengthening community preparedness.
JLAC has noted that communities which are
outreached are far more responsive and
equipped to challenge violations to human rights
when they arise. Similarly, local councils and
CBOs that are trained by JLAC serve as better
resources for their communities and a referral
system to JLAC. With this in mind, JLAC regularly
provides community awareness sessions.
Specialized training is also provided to core
groups from among JLAC’s volunteer base
towards empowering their role as community
leaders, as well as to law students towards
broaden the pool of lawyers able to take on cases
within JLAC’s areas of focus.

In 2022 JLAC served to provide 34 community
awareness sessions (14 in Jerusalem and 20 in
Area C) and 12 specialized trainings (8 in
Jerusalem and 4 in Area C), collectively
outreaching 727 beneficiaries (267 in Jerusalem
and 460 in Area C). Additionally in 2022, 6 radio
episodes were produced and broadcasted
addressing violations in Area C and legal means
of mitigation therein. Visits with municipal and
local councils in Qalgilya, Salfit, Jericho and the
Jordan Valley were also held towards reinforcing
referral systems and streamlining service delivery.

Advocacy

While JLAC predominantly works to take legal
measures against human rights violations,
advocacy, both locally (in terms of community
mobilization) and internationally (towards pressuring
Third States to fulfill their duties of holding Israel to
account) is needed. Towards these ends, in 2022
JLAC maintained its national advocacy
campaigns (i.e., retrieval of war victims remains,
persons with disabilities’ accessibility, etc.) and
its membership in several key national-level
coalitions (i.e., the Palestinian NGO Network
(PNGQO), Palestinian Human Rights Organizations’
Council (PHROC), the Coalition for Jerusalem, the
Civil Coalition to Monitor Legislations, Civil Coalition
for Judiciary Reform & Protection, the Public Freedoms
Committee, the Palestinian Coalition against
Torture, the Palestinian Coalition against the
Death Penalty, the Civil Team in Support of the
Transparency of the Public Budget, and the
National Coalition for Monitoring Elections) and
international networks focused on Palestine
(OCHA-led Legal Task Force and Protection Cluster,
and Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights
Network-EMHRN). Several new advocacy
campaigns emerging in 2022 in response to
developments on the ground concerning the
following issues;

® Avyatar Colonial Outpost: to challenge the
colonial outpost before relevant Israeli courts,
develop a case before the ICC, and inform the
communities of latest legal developments and
collect case information through community
awareness sessions.

® Frush Beit Dajan: to counter the demolition of a
250 m3 water cistern through legal aid and outreach.



® Ain Samyia Bedouin School: to challenge the
demolition of the school before relevant Israeli
committee and courts and through advocacy
efforts (i.e., legal papers, diplomatic field visits,
etc.).

The “Retrieval of War Victims’ Remains”
campaign saw the composition of a book
commemorating JLAC’s late colleague Salim
Khileh who was instrumental in the formation and
success of the campaign, along with the
accompanying book launching ceremony. A
mural of a leading campaign figure (Haja Najma
Hamdouni) was also commissioned along with
vigils held on the national day commemorating
the campaign throughout the West Bank and
Gaza and in a number of cities around the world.
JLAC also engaged UN Special Rapporteurs on

the matter and undertook 20 new cases of withheld
victims’ remains; 11 of which closed positively.
Across JLAC's interventions, advocacy efforts in
2022 included; 1 submission before the International
Criminal Court, 5 briefings for UN special rapporteurs,
1 speaking tour in the EU, 16 field visits targeting
diplomats and journalist, 27 statements/reports, 5
fact sheets, etc.). 2022 also saw the first
Palestinian-European Civil Society Forum led
by JLAC as lead of the Jerusalem Human Rights
Consortium. In November, the forum brought in
60 participants from abroad and nearly 100 more
based within the OPT for a six-day long conference
involving critical field visits, plenary sessions,
panel discussions and workshops towards
highlighting the urgent violations being faced by
the Palestinian people and the tools being
developed in overcoming them.

Haja Najma Hamdouni, a leading figure of the “Retrieval of War
Victims’ Remains Campaign”, standing before a mural of herself.




Financial Review

In 2022, JLAC was able to maintain its exiting funding base and expand its operational budget in
line with its policy of controlled growth. The following is a breakdown of JLAC’s operational budget

by funding type and donor type:

Funding Type (Core vs. Project-Based)

Core Funding Project- Based Funding
569,280 899,835
38.75% 61.25%
A A

Donor Type (State, Multilateral, INGO, Faith-Based)

State Support Multilateral Agencies International NGOs
448,355 259,851 554,627
30.52% 17.69% | 37.75% 13.54¢,
A A A

Total Funds

1,469,115
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